Great Oak CE
Learning Federation
Autumn Term 2026

Friday 2"¢ October

Cross Country Stars Go the Extra Mile!
A huge well done to all the children who took part in cross country at
Silverdale Academy last night! It was wonderful to see everyone showing
such enthusiasm, determination and excellent sportsmanship. The longer
course provided an extra challenge, but the children tackled it brilliantly
and should be proud of their efforts. Next week’s event will take place at
Sir John Offley, starting at 4pm. Well done, everyone!

Harvest Festival
Our Harvest Festival will take place in school on Thursday 15t October at

donations of dried foods, such as cereals and pasta, and tinned food to top
up our school pantry. These items are shared with people who need a few
extras from time to time. We appreciate your kindness and generosity.
Thank you.

Geography Spotlight

Fantastic Foxes Explore Rivers.

This week, our Fantastic Foxes created
rivers in geography and discussed how
erosion shapes the landscape. They
explored meanders and other key
geographical vocabulary, helping them
understand how rivers change as they
flow.

Well done, Fantastic Foxes

Some ways you can help with your child’s learning

* Every week we are posting what your child will be learning in the
following week. Have a little chat and ask them a question about their
learning?

e Encourage your children to read at least 4 times a week and write this in
their diary.

e Complete any homework If you would like more support on ways you can
help at home, please ask your child’s teacher.

1.30pm, and all parents are welcome to join us. This year, we are asking for

We shine like bright stars in the sky

Star of the Week

St Luke’s CE Primary School News

Our Vision
‘Growing in Strength, Love and Wisdom We Shine’

Tiny Tigers Rudy
Busy Bees Isabella
Learning Leopards Leo
Dazzling Dolphins Emmie
Outstanding Owls Cain
Fantastic Foxes Myla
Perfect Penguins Macie

Christian Value Certificate
Tiny Tigers Waniya
Busy Bees Olivia
Learning Leopards  |Alarna
Dazzling Dolphins Haider
Outstanding Owls  [Todd
Fantastic Foxes Charlie

Perfect Penguins

Freddie

Special Mentions

Well done for the following:

Makaton Star: Freddie (PP) and

Oscar (DD)

Kindness: Charlie and Grayson (BB)

PE Star: Rose (FF)

Wednesday 14t October
Perfect Penguins visit Shrewsbury
Prison




Dojo Points and this week’s Task

3rd

This week's Dojo challenge is based on 1 Samuel 17:32—
50 — David and Goliath.

Draw a picture of your favourite part of the story. Think
about how David showed perseverance by never giving
up, even when he faced a giant challenge, and trusted
God to help him.

You can bring your picture into school or upload a photo
to Dojo. We can't wait to see your fantastic work

Return by Friday 9% October for 10 Dojos

Attendance

Have you seen our attendance policy?

We have created a two-page summary with all the key points. To view this please see the link below:
St Luke's CofE (VC) Primary School

> N Tiny Tigers 94%

minutes late every day - Busy Bees 94%
adds up to 20 lessons of school missed! Learning Leopards 97%
[ Dazzling Dolphins 92%

Outstanding Owls 93%

Fantastic Foxes 93%

Perfect Penguins 94%

REMEMBER
SCHOOL GATES CLOSE AT 8.

Makaton Sign and Widgit Symbol of the Week

Each week, we'll be sharing a new Makaton sign that the children are learning in school. From this week, we are
also including the corresponding Widgit symbol, helping children make connections between spoken words,
signs and visual symbols.

You’ll find the sign, Makaton symbol and Widgit symbol in this newsletter, along with a link to a video created by
Mrs Easby, where you can see the sign demonstrated and practise it together at home. Please ask your child to
show you the sign too—they’ll love being the teacher!

What is Makaton?

Makaton is a way of communicating that uses signs and symbols alongside speech. It can support children and
adults to understand and express themselves, particularly when communication or language is more challenging.
What are Widgit symbols?

Widgit symbols are simple, clear pictures that represent words and ideas. We use them throughout school to
provide additional visual support, helping children understand language, routines, instructions and learning.

By using speech, Makaton signs and visual symbols together, we are giving all our children additional tools to
support communication, understanding, independence, confidence and inclusion

This week’s signs read and
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tnoYJ50LAy8&t=5s



https://www.st-lukes-silverdale.staffs.sch.uk/our-school/key-information-page-including-safeguarding/attendance
https://www.st-lukes-silverdale.staffs.sch.uk/our-school/key-information-page-including-safeguarding/attendance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tnoYJ5oLAy8&t=5s

> Here to Help -
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Parent and Pupil Support Manager
Deputy Safeguarding Lead
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Spare school uniform is

available free of charge Our Grab and Go trolley is

from Caroline. If you, or stocked with tinned and dry
someone you know, needs goods. We also have access

. . to local food banks. Please
afy ::_)eungﬁl \:)I::: Si]ee(;]et 0 contact Caroline if you

would like support.

N Please speak to Caroline — |

we are here to help. -

PTFA News
Events:
Thursday 22nd October 2026 Movie Night 3.10pm —4.30pm £3

Zumba with Sian

Sian will be holding weekly sessions open to all friends and families of St Luke’s (and the general public).
Sessions cost £6.50 each and can be paid for on the evening.

You can also visit Sian’s Facebook page for further information:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1577601450612150

We hope lots of you will come along!



https://www.facebook.com/groups/1577601450612150

Our School Prayer

The focus for this term is Perseverance

Jesus took the bread, gave thanks to
God, and distributed it to the people
who were sitting there. He did the same
with the fish, and they all had as much
as they wanted. When they were all full,
he said to his disciples, “Gather the

pieces left over; let us not waste a bit.”
John €: 11-12

God give me the strength to accept the things | cannot change, Courage to change the things | can, And
wisdom to know the difference. With the help of your love. Amen.

One day, Jesus was teaching a huge
crowd near Lake Galilee. As evening
came, the people became hungry. A
young boy offered Jesus five loaves of
bread and two fish. Jesus gave thanks
to God and shared the food with
everyone. They all had enough to eat,
and the disciples collected leftovers to
share with others who were in need.

@ @

The Bible teaches Christians that food is an *
important part of caring for others. Jesus
made sure the hungry crowd had enough to
eat and told His disciples not to waste what
was left. This can remind Christians that
school lunches are about more than just
food. School lunches can help make sure
everyone has access to healthy, nutritious
food and that everyone’s needs are included.

@

British Value of the Week —

important parts of life in modern Britain.

Who should decide what
we have for school lunch?

This week, our British Values discussion focuses on Democracy and Individual Liberty through the
government’s plans to introduce healthier food standards in schools from September 2027. The children can
think about how decisions are made, why rules are introduced and how our individual choices can affect our
health and wellbeing. Talk about it at home: Who decides what your family eats? Do you take turns choosing
meals? What healthy meal would you like to see on the school menu? These conversations are a great way to
help children understand that having a voice, listening to others and making informed choices are all

British - <2 A&
Values 3l < KN kS
| Really Do Matter! el LR | Ponoercy | | Tleraoe

Which British value do you think this week’s story highlights?

Individual Liberty
means having a say
in the food we eat
and being able to
make choices from
the healthier options
available.

The Rule of Law
means schools need
to follow agreed
standards, to help
provide healthy
food choices for
everyone.

Do you agree with either person, or think something different? )
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Share your thoughts. Do you agree?

Music for next week:

Our song for next week is:

Nina Simone - Mississippi Goddam (live) - The Late Show - September 1991

e Nina Simone was a singer, pianist and songwriter from the United States.

e She began learning the piano when she was about three years old.

e Her birth name was Eunice Kathleen Waymon. She later chose Nina Simone
as her stage name.

e Her music combined different styles, including jazz, blues, gospel and
classical music.

e She wrote “Mississippi Goddam” in 1963. It expressed her anger and
sadness about racist violence against Black people in America.

The song is a protest song. This means it uses music to challenge unfair treatment and call for change.

Snacks
Children order snacks on a Monday for the week. If your child is

absent on Monday they will be able to order on their return to Snacks

school. Milkshake 82p
Cup of Milk 38p

Lunches Bagel 38p

To go alongside the daily menu below, there is also Hot Tomato Pancake 49p

Pasta, Jacket Potatoes with Baked Beans/Cheese or Tuna and Toast 38p

sandwiches with either ham, cheese or tuna. Crumpet 38p

Monday: Superhero Pizza with Paprika & Garlic Potatoes
Vegetarian option — Sunshine Sweet Potato Curry with Rice
Tuesday: Homestyle Sausage Roll with Mash & Gravy
Vegetarian option — Penne with Garden Bolognese
Wednesday: Beef Mince Loaded Yorkshire with Roasties
Vegetarian option — Loaded Yorkshire with Roasties
Thursday: Golden Chicken Curry with Lemon Rice
Vegetarian option — Classic Mac & Cheese

Friday: Fish Fingers and Chips

Vegetarian option — Crispy Garden Fingers with Chips

Pre-order link - School Meals w/c 12/10/2026 (Week 1) — Fill in form



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UB2NbuymmOI&list=RDUB2NbuymmOI&start_radio=1
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/bUQPTmm4es

Safeguarding Section

This month's online safety newsletter highlights several apps, games and online platforms that parents should be
aware of:

Al companion chatbots are increasing in popularity but can expose children to inappropriate content, encourage
emotional dependence and create risks around sharing personal information.

Doki Doki Literature Club may appear child-friendly but is rated 18+ and contains themes of self-harm, suicide
and psychological horror.

Happy Tree Friends uses cartoon-style animation but includes graphic violence, blood and death.

CapCut can expose users to unsuitable content through user-generated templates, explicit music and in-app
purchases.

Discord allows users to communicate through messages, voice and video calls and may expose children to adult
content, inappropriate language and contact with strangers.

This video offers a simple, practical introduction to supporting children in developing healthy, balanced digital
habits.

https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Digital-Wellbeing-Oct-2026.mp4

To see the full Online Safety Newsletter,please click below:

https://www.st-lukes-silverdale.staffs.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=393&type=pdf



https://www.knowsleyclcs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Digital-Wellbeing-Oct-2026.mp4
https://www.st-lukes-silverdale.staffs.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=393&type=pdf

Important Dates

Thursday 8th October 2026

OO0 Cadbury’s World trip
Outstanding Owls - Cadbury's World - October 2026 —
Fill in form

Wednesday 14th October 2026

PP — Shrewsbury Prison
Perfect Penguins - Shrewsbury Prison — Fill in form

Thursday 15th October 2026

Harvest Festival at St Luke’s Church/School 1.30pm

Thursday 22nd October 2026

Movie Night 3.10pm —4.30pm £3
Movie Night - Thursday, 22nd October 2026

Friday, 23rd October 2026

School closes at 3.10 p.m. for Half Term

Monday, 26th October 2026 to Friday, 30th
October 2026

Half Term

Monday, 2"¢ November 2026

School Opens

Friday 6" November 2026

Non-uniform for optional bottle or bar

Wednesday 11™ November 2026

Parental Meetings (invites sent out via compass)

Friday 13" November 2026

Non-uniform for optional Christmas Hamper item

Wednesday 18™ November 2026

Parent Phonic Workshops 9am and 2.30pm in Year 1

Thursday, 19th November 2026

Dazzling Dolphins - Liverpool Museum
Dazzling Dolphins - Liverpool Museum - Thursday, 19th
November 2026 — Fill in form

Thursday 19t November 2026

Wreath Making (PTFA Event)

Sunday 22"¢ November 2026

Golden Anniversary Celebrations at Silverdale Methodist
Church. All children invited. 4pm

Wednesday 25™ November 2026

Flu immunisations (Whole School)

Wednesday 25" November 2026

Winter Disco 3.10-4.30pm Infants

Thursday 26" November 2026

Winter Disco 3.10-4.30pm Juniors

Tuesday 1%t December 2026

Christmas Tree Service 9am (All parents are invited)

Friday 4™ December 2026

Christmas Fayre 3-4.30pm

Wednesday 6™ December 2026

EYFS/KS1 Nativity 1.30pm and 5pm

Sunday 13 December 2026

Christmas Service at Silverdale Methodist Church.
6.30pm. All children are invited.

Wednesday 16" December 2026

Key Stage 2 Drama Club Nativity 1.30pm and 5pm

Friday, 18t December, 2026

School closes at 3.10 p.m. for Christmas

Monday 20" December 2026 to Friday, 1°
January, 2027

Christmas Holidays

Monday, 4th January, 2027

INSET Day (school closed to pupils)

Tuesday, 5t January, 2027

School opens

Monday 11% January 2027

TT Rockstars Day

Thursday 21t January 2027

Perfect Penguins’ Class Assembly and SATs information
9am and 2.45pm and Cake Sale

Thursday 28™ January 2027

Young Voices in Manchester — choir club to start in the
Autumn Term

Thursday 4t February 2027

Fantastic Foxes’ Class Assembly 9am and 2.45pm and
Cake Sale

Wednesday 10t February 2027

Stafford Castle Busy Bees

Thursday 11% February 2027

Outstanding Owls’ Class Assembly 9am and 2.45pm and
Cake Sale (Also meeting regarding MTC)

Friday, 12t February 2027

School Closes at 3.10 p.m. for Half Term



https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/Yh61GrLtDZ
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/Yh61GrLtDZ
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/FBT1m1dF7m
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/hKaXRikR7n
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/XHtCDDj3RG
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/XHtCDDj3RG

School Reports out

Monday, 15™ February 2027 to Friday, 19t

February 2027

Half Term

Monday, 22" February 2027

School closed INSET

Tuesday 23" February 2027

School Opens

Thursday 25% February 2027

Mothers’ Day crafts and cake 2.30pm

Friday 26™ February 2027

Reports Out

Wednesday 3" March

Parental Meetings (invites sent out via compass)

Thursday 4™ March 2027

World Book Day Celebrations

Thursday 4™ March 2027

Mothers’ Day crafts and cake 2.30pm

Friday 5™ March 2027

Non-uniform for an optional Easter Egg or chocolate bar

Friday 12t March 2027

FF — Vikings Workshop

Thursday 18" March 2027

Easter Service 1.30pm At Church

Friday 19t March 2027

Odd Sock day — no donation needed. World Down
Syndrome Day ‘End the stereotypes’

Friday 19t March 2027

BB - Florence Nightingale Workshop

Tuesday 23" March 2027

Easter Egg Tombola in School

Thursday, 25™ March 2027

School closes at 3.10 p.m. for Easter Holidays

Friday 26" March to Friday 9" April

Easter Holidays

Monday, 12 April 2027

School opens

Thursday, 15™ April 2027

Photos - Class Groups, Leavers, Reception Individuals
and Smylers Graduations

26" April 2027

DD — Stone Age Workshop

Week beginning 26 April 2027

LL — National Forest Adventure Farm trip

Thursday 29t April 2027

Dazzling Dolphins’ Class Assembly 9am and 2.45pm and
Cake Sale

Monday 3¢ May 2027

Bank Holiday (no School)

Thursday 6™ May 2027

Learning Leopards’ Class Assembly 9am and 2.45pm and
Cake Sale

Monday 10" May 2027

SATS week

Thursday 20t May 2027

Busy Bees’ Class Assembly 9am and 2.45pm and Cake
Sale

Tuesday 25" May 2027

Sports Day 9am

Wednesday 26" May 2027

Tiny Tigers’ Class Assembly 9am and 2.45pm and Cake
Sale

Monday 31%t May to Friday 4™ June

May Half-Term holiday

Monday, 7 June 2027

INSET Day (school closed to pupils)

Tuesday, 8" June 2027

School Opens

Thursday 10™ June 2027

Reserve Sports Day 9am

Friday 11t June 2027

Non-uniform Day for Summer Fayre

Monday 14%" June 2027 — Thursday 17 June

Residential for Key Stage 2

2027

Friday 17™ June 2027 Fathers’ Day cakes and crafts 2.30pm

Friday 25™ June 2027 Non-uniform Day for Summer Fayre

Wednesday 30™ June 2027 Musical Celebration 1.30pm (All parents are welcome)
Friday 3" July 2027 Summer Fayre 3-4.30pm

Thursday 8t July 2027 Prom and Disco 3-4.30pm KS1 and 6-8pm for KS2
Tuesday 13 July 2027 1.30pm and 5pm Year 6 Play

Friday 16t July 2027 Reports out

Tuesday 20 July 2027

Leavers’ Assembly 1pm

Tuesday 20 July 2027

School closes for Summer Holidays




Wednesday 215 July 2027 INSET Day (School closed to pupils)




