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Friday 18% September

%« St Luke’s First Bottle Rocket Competition! &’
As part of our drive to promote Science at St Luke’s, we are excited to
launch our very first Bottle Rocket Competition!

Children are invited to build and decorate a bottle rocket at home, with
adult supervision, before bringing it into school ready for blast-off!

Each rocket should be made using a regular 2-litre plastic drinks bottle. You
may add features such as fins, a nose cone and decorations—the design is
entirely up to you!

Prizes will be awarded for:

The best and most creative designs

The rockets that reach the highest altitude

We will confirm the launch date very soon.

If you have any spare, clean 2-litre plastic bottles, please bring them into
school for other children to use.

Good luck, everyone... to infinity and beyond! &’

Meet the Teacher

Thank you to all the parents and carers who were able to join us for our
recent Meet the Teacher sessions. It was wonderful to see so many of you
in school and to share information about the year ahead. Please don’t
worry if you were unable to attend—everything that was covered can be
found on our Class Pages at the link below:

St Luke's CofE (VC) Primary School - Class Pages

Phonics support

Would you like some extra support with helping your child practise phonics
at home? Our website contains useful information and resources for
parents, including guidance about how phonics is taught at St Luke’s.
Please visit our Phonics Information for Parents page to find out more.

Working together, we can help every child develop confidence and a
lifelong love of reading.

We shine like bright stars in the sky

Star of the Week

St Luke’s CE Primary School News

Our Vision
‘Growing in Strength, Love and Wisdom We Shine’

Tiny Tigers Olivia
Busy Bees Sienna
Learning Leopards  |Aaliyah
Dazzling Dolphins Millie-Anne
Outstanding Owls Annie
Fantastic Foxes Lincoln
Perfect Penguins Ryan

‘ Christian Value Certificate
Tiny Tigers Jenna
Busy Bees Daisy
Learning Leopards  |Carter
Dazzling Dolphins Sofia
Outstanding Owls Amelia
Fantastic Foxes Martha

Perfect Penguins

Special Mentions

Well done for the following:

Football achievements: Zach

Gymnastics: Jorgie

Dancing achievements: Luella

Kindness Award: Martha

Makaton: Lauren and Bella

Reggie

Friday 25" September 2026



https://www.st-lukes-silverdale.staffs.sch.uk/our-classes/class-pages
https://www.st-lukes-silverdale.staffs.sch.uk/english/phonics/information-for-parents

Dojo Points and this week’s Task

This week's Dojo challenge celebrates Astronomy Day on
19th September.

Draw a picture of space! You could choose the Moon,
planets, stars, rockets, astronauts or your own amazing
galaxy. Be as creative as you like.

You can bring your picture into school or upload a photo
to Dojo. We can't wait to see your out-of-this-world
creations!

Please hand in on Friday 25™ September
Attendance

Have you seen our attendance policy?
We have created a two-page summary with all the key points. To view this please see the link below:
St Luke's CofE (VC) Primary School

Tiny Tigers 96%
Busy Bees 94%
Learning Leopards 96%
Dazzling Dolphins 98%
Outstanding Owls 97%
Fantastic Foxes 94%
Perfect Penguins 94%

REMEMBER
ATES CLOSE AT 8.50AM

SCHOOL G

Book Bus!

On Monday 215t September we are very excited to have The Book Bus visiting our school. Each class will have the
opportunity to go aboard the bus, listen to a story and then have time to buy a book at a discounted price if they
would like to. There is a huge variety available and the staff on the bus and our staff will be there to help the
children choose if they need it. The Bus will be arriving in the morning (8.20am) and will be staying for the
morning so they are inviting parents aboard too to perhaps do a little bit of early Christmas shopping or just
stock up the bookshelves! It will be on the main playground. If your child would like to purchase a book during
the visit they can bring cash in to school in an envelope with their name on or if you would prefer you can buy
vouchers from the book bus website and send these with your child instead. The link is:

The Book Bus - Come back 4

The book bus also accepts card payments. It is always fantastic to see the children showing their love for reading
and we are hoping that a visit from the book bus will develop this further.

PTFA News

Next Meeting:

Monday 21 September at 9am in the staff room

Events:

Thursday 22nd October 2026 Movie Night 3.10pm —4.30pm £3

Zumba with Sian

Starting on Tuesday 22nd September, Sian will be holding weekly sessions open to all friends and families of St
Luke’s (and the general public). Sessions cost £6.50 each and can be paid for on the evening.

You can also visit Sian’s Facebook page for further information:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1577601450612150 We hope lots of you will come along!



https://www.st-lukes-silverdale.staffs.sch.uk/our-school/key-information-page-including-safeguarding/attendance
https://www.st-lukes-silverdale.staffs.sch.uk/our-school/key-information-page-including-safeguarding/attendance
https://thebookbus.co.uk/products/the-book-bus-gift-card-15
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1577601450612150

Our School Prayer

God give me the strength to accept the things | cannot change, Courage to change the things | can, And
wisdom to know the difference. With the help of your love. Amen.

The focus for this term is and our big question is:

& © o)

Long ago, the world was not the way God
wanted it to be. God asked Noah to build a

You are t.o bring into the ark two of huge boat, called an ark, and bring his
all living creatures, male and family and two of every kind of animal on
female' to keep them alive with you. board to keep them safe. When the raiq

came and the waters rose, Noah, his family
G is 6:19 and the animals stayed safely inside the
€nesis ©: ark. When the waters went down, they were

. able to leave and begin again on dry land.

Makaton Sign and Widgit Symbol of the Week

Each week, we’ll be sharing a new Makaton sign that the children are learning in school. From this week, we are
also including the corresponding Widgit symbol, helping children make connections between spoken words,
signs and visual symbols.

You’ll find the sign, Makaton symbol and Widgit symbol in this newsletter, along with a link to a video created by
Mrs Easby, where you can see the sign demonstrated and practise it together at home. Please ask your child to
show you the sign too—they’ll love being the teacher!

What is Makaton?

Makaton is a way of communicating that uses signs and symbols alongside speech. It can support children and
adults to understand and express themselves, particularly when communication or language is more challenging.
What are Widgit symbols?

Widgit symbols are simple, clear pictures that represent words and ideas. We use them throughout school to
provide additional visual support, helping children understand language, routines, instructions and learning.

By using speech, Makaton signs and visual symbols together, we are giving all our children additional tools to
support communication, understanding, independence, confidence and inclusion

This week’s signs are look and listen.

To see the recording, please visit:
https://www.st-lukes-silverdale.staffs.sch.uk/childrens-corner/weekly-makaton-sign/week-1-2026-27

4 ) @ )

Sign Makaton Widgit : Makaton Widgit
symbol symbol Sign symbol symgol
Q% Kﬁﬁ .
tidy up tidy up tidy up work | | work |



https://www.st-lukes-silverdale.staffs.sch.uk/childrens-corner/weekly-makaton-sign/week-1-2026-27

British Value of the Week — Mutual Respect

Next week, our British Value focus is Mutual Respect.
Our In the News story takes us to Nepal, where the number of wild tigers has more than tripled since 2010.

&% While this is fantastic news for conservation, it also means that people and tigers are increasingly sharing

the same land. We will be thinking about how we can respect the needs of others, care for wildlife and
protect the world we all share.

This links beautifully with the Bible story we have focused on this week — Noah’s Ark. /& % Through the

story, we have explored the importance of caring for God’s creation and recognising our responsibility to look

after animals, people and our environment.
Together, these stories will help our children consider how respect, responsibility and care can make a
difference to the world around us.

f> Talk about it at home: What can we do to show respect and care for people, animals and our planet?

British oo
Values RSN

Individual
Liberty

A b

Democracy

Eofar
Do wild animals

have as much right to
the land as we do? I Really Do Matter!

Which British value do you think this week’s story highlights?

It highlights Mutual Respect and
Rule of Law because Tolerance is shown
protected areas help by respecting the

keep people and needs of both
wildlife safe, and people and wildlife.

allow them to share
the land.

Do you agree with either person, or think something different?

I | @

Sex Who People e
lmﬂl’{ g

Which protected characteristic do you
think this week's story highlights?

This story links to

religion or belief Disability

because many people

believe we should
care for the natural
world and respect all %
living things.

L

Share your thoughts. Do you agree?

Music for next week:

e | Can’t Give Everything Away was written by David Bowie and produced by Bowie and Tony Visconti.

e The song appears on Blackstar, David Bowie’s final
studio album, released in January 2016.

e |tis the final song on the album and is often
interpreted as Bowie reflecting on his life, feelings and
legacy.

e The song combines rock, electronic music and jazz-
inspired sounds.

e It includes a harmonica melody that recalls Bowie’s
earlier instrumental, A New Career in a New Town,
from 1977.

e The official video was released on 6 April 2016, after Bowie’s death.

[2002—2016]

DAVID
BOWIE

ICAN'T GIVE
EVERYTHING AWAY




Snacks

Children order snacks on a Monday for the week. If your child is "
absent on Monday they will be able to order on their return to

school. Milkshake 82p

Cup of Milk 38p
Lunches Bagel 38p
To go alongside the daily menu below, there is also Hot Tomato Pancake 49p
Pasta, Jacket Potatoes with Baked Beans/Cheese or Tuna and Toast 38p
sandwiches with either ham, cheese or tuna. Crumpet 38p

Tips to help improve your family’s online wellbeing

There are lots of positives to being online for children, from staying in touch with friends to learning about the
world. There are some challenges, too, and the online world can be tricky for children to navigate. For some it
can become overwhelming trying to keep up with friends, and the pressure can mount.

Noticing how your child is affected by being online is the first step in helping them manage their wellbeing.
There are several things you can do to help support a child, including using specific apps and checking app
settings.

The NSPCC have produced a guide with 6 tips to help improve your family’s online wellbeing

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-wellbeing/



https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-wellbeing/

Important Dates

Monday 21st September 2026

PTFA AGM 9am

Monday 21st September 2026

Book Bus

Wednesday 23rd September 2026

FF —Jodrell Bank trip

Friday 25™ September 2026

Douglas McMillan Cake

Thursday 1st October 2026

Sponsored Walk

Friday 2nd October 2026

School Photographs - Families, Siblings and Individuals

Thursday 8th October 2026

OO0 Cadbury’s World trip

Wednesday 14th October 2026

PP — Shrewsbury Prison

Thursday 15th October 2026

Harvest Festival at St Luke’s Church/School 1.30pm

Thursday 22nd October 2026

Movie Night 3.10pm —4.30pm £3

Friday, 23rd October 2026

School closes at 3.10 p.m. for Half Term

Monday, 26th October 2026 to Friday, 30th
October 2026

Half Term

Monday, 2"¢ November 2026

School Opens

Friday 6" November 2026

Non-uniform for optional bottle or bar

Wednesday 11™ November 2026

Parental Meetings (invites sent out via compass)

Friday 13™" November 2026

Non-uniform for optional Christmas Hamper item

Wednesday 18" November 2026

Parent Phonic Workshops 9am and 2.30pm in Year 1

Thursday 19t November 2026

DD — Ancient Egypt Workshop (provisional date)

Thursday 19t November 2026

Wreath Making (PTFA Event)

Sunday 22"¢ November 2026

Golden Anniversary Celebrations at Silverdale Methodist
Church. All children invited. 4pm

Wednesday 25™ November 2026

Flu immunisations (Whole School)

Wednesday 25™ November 2026

Winter Disco 3.10-4.30pm Infants

Thursday 26" November 2026

Winter Disco 3.10-4.30pm Juniors

Tuesday 1%t December 2026

Christmas Tree Service 9am (All parents are invited)

Friday 4™ December 2026

Christmas Fayre 3-4.30pm

Wednesday 6™ December 2026

EYFS/KS1 Nativity 1.30pm and 5pm

Sunday 13t December 2026

Christmas Service at Silverdale Methodist Church.
6.30pm. All children are invited.

Wednesday 16" December 2026

Key Stage 2 Drama Club Nativity 1.30pm and 5pm

Friday, 18" December, 2026

School closes at 3.10 p.m. for Christmas

Monday 20t December 2026 to Friday, 1%
January, 2027

Christmas Holidays

Monday, 4th January, 2027

INSET Day (school closed to pupils)

Tuesday, 5t January, 2027

School opens

Monday 11% January 2027

TT Rockstars Day

Thursday 21t January 2027

Perfect Penguins’ Class Assembly and SATs information
9am and 2.45pm and Cake Sale

Thursday 28% January 2027

Young Voices in Manchester — choir club to start in the
Autumn Term

Thursday 4™ February 2027

Fantastic Foxes’ Class Assembly 9am and 2.45pm and
Cake Sale

Wednesday 10™" February 2027

Stafford Castle Busy Bees

Thursday 11 February 2027

Outstanding Owls’ Class Assembly 9am and 2.45pm and
Cake Sale (Also meeting regarding MTC)

Friday, 12t February 2027

School Closes at 3.10 p.m. for Half Term
School Reports out




Monday, 15™ February 2027 to Friday, 19t

February 2027

Half Term

Monday, 22" February 2027

School closed INSET

Tuesday 23" February 2027

School Opens

Thursday 25™ February 2027

Mothers’ Day crafts and cake 2.30pm

Friday 26™ February 2027

Reports Out

Wednesday 3" March

Parental Meetings (invites sent out via compass)

Thursday 4™ March 2027

World Book Day Celebrations

Thursday 4™ March 2027

Mothers’ Day crafts and cake 2.30pm

Friday 5™ March 2027

Non-uniform for an optional Easter Egg or chocolate bar

Friday 12t March 2027

FF — Vikings Workshop

Thursday 18" March 2027

Easter Service 1.30pm At Church

Friday 19t March 2027

Odd Sock day — no donation needed. World Down
Syndrome Day ‘End the stereotypes’

Friday 19* March 2027

BB - Florence Nightingale Workshop

Tuesday 23 March 2027

Easter Egg Tombola in School

Thursday, 25™ March 2027

School closes at 3.10 p.m. for Easter Holidays

Friday 26™ March to Friday 9t April

Easter Holidays

Monday, 12 April 2027

School opens

Thursday, 15 April 2027

Photos - Class Groups, Leavers, Reception Individuals
and Smylers Graduations

26t April 2027

DD — Stone Age Workshop

Week beginning 26 April 2027

LL — National Forest Adventure Farm trip

Thursday 29t April 2027

Dazzling Dolphins’ Class Assembly 9am and 2.45pm and
Cake Sale

Monday 3™ May 2027

Bank Holiday (no School)

Thursday 6™ May 2027

Learning Leopards’ Class Assembly 9am and 2.45pm and
Cake Sale

Monday 10t May 2027

SATS week

Thursday 20t May 2027

Busy Bees’ Class Assembly 9am and 2.45pm and Cake
Sale

Tuesday 25" May 2027

Sports Day 9am

Wednesday 26" May 2027

Tiny Tigers’ Class Assembly 9am and 2.45pm and Cake
Sale

Monday 31t May to Friday 4™ June

May Half-Term holiday

Monday, 7t June 2027

INSET Day (school closed to pupils)

Tuesday, 8t" June 2027

School Opens

Thursday 10™ June 2027

Reserve Sports Day 9am

Friday 11 June 2027

Non-uniform Day for Summer Fayre

Monday 14t June 2027 — Thursday 17 June

2027

Residential for Key Stage 2

Friday 17™ June 2027

Fathers’ Day cakes and crafts 2.30pm

Friday 25™ June 2027

Non-uniform Day for Summer Fayre

Wednesday 30™ June 2027

Musical Celebration 1.30pm (All parents are welcome)

Friday 3™ July 2027

Summer Fayre 3-4.30pm

Thursday 8t July 2027

Prom and Disco 3-4.30pm KS1 and 6-8pm for KS2

Tuesday 13t July 2027

1.30pm and 5pm Year 6 Play

Friday 16t July 2027

Reports out

Tuesday 20t July 2027

Leavers’ Assembly 1pm

Tuesday 20 July 2027

School closes for Summer Holidays

Wednesday 21°t July 2027

INSET Day (School closed to pupils)







