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Aims
To ensure that all pupils:

· read easily, fluently and with good understanding
· develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic
· conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
· appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
· write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
· use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly
· their understanding and ideas
· are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations,
· demonstrating to others and participating in debate

To ensure teaching and learning in school:

· supports the development of writing, reading, speaking and listening skills in pupils.
· allows all pupils achieve their full potential according to their ages and abilities. 
·  allows the school’s teaching staff is highly trained and consists of committed teachers who have the expertise to develop the potential of all pupils.
·  provides a rich and varied curriculum that will stimulate and interest all pupils.
· allows teaching styles and methods vary to suit pupils’ differing learning styles and
               abilities.
· provides resources for all pupils that will support effective learning and teaching.
· Allows leadership and management structures within the school to support the implementation of these objectives.   promotes the teaching of numeracy and literacy within all subjects
· All staff share good practice within the school. 
· work with other schools to share good practice in order to improve this policy.

Teaching time
At St Luke’s CofE Primary School, English will be taught for a total of 70 minutes per day as part of activities within our English learning. Children who find parts of the English curriculum difficult will be targeted for regular intervention.

National Curriculum Guidance
    To ensure that all pupils:

· read easily, fluently and with good understanding
· develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic
· conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
· appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
· write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
· use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas
· are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations,
demonstrating to others and participating in debate.
· To ensure teaching and learning in school supports the development of writing, reading, speaking and listening skills in pupils, ensuring all pupils achieve their full potential according to their ages and abilities. 
· To ensure the school’s teaching staff is highly trained and consists of committed teachers who have the expertise to develop the potential of all pupils.
· To provide a rich and varied curriculum that will stimulate and interest all pupils.
· To ensure teaching styles and methods vary to suit pupils’ differing learning styles and abilities.
· To provide resources for all pupils that will support effective learning and teaching.
· To ensure leadership and management structures within the school support the implementation of these objectives.

English in the Curriculum

Spoken language

We need to:

· continue to develop pupils' confidence and competence in spoken language;
· develop in pupils their understanding of books and other reading material;
· demonstrate to them how to prepare their ideas before they write;
· explain to pupils’ ways of thinking clearly to themselves and to others;
· develop pupils, confidence in using discussion and debate as a means to probing and remedying their misconceptions.


Word Reading

We need to develop pupils’ competence in the programmes of study of Word Reading and Comprehension. This will be achieved by the following: 

· Phonics will be taught to beginners when they start school and to those pupils who are 
unskilled readers throughout the whole school.
· Children actively take part in the reading reward scheme where they are entered in to a raffle for reading four times a week at home to encourage the pleasure of reading in all children
· All classes visit the local library (Silverdale Library) at least once per term.
· Children are encouraged to use the school library and each class has a timetabled slot where the pupils can visit to choose a reading for pleasure book
· Reading diaries are monitored each week to ensure the children are reading four times a week at home – alternative provision is in place to allow those children additional time at school to read if circumstances don’t allow them to read at home regularly. 
· Each class is to have a reading/library area in their classroom that is in sections of children’s interests – this will encourage reading for pleasure and independent selection of books. 
· Every child in EYFS and KS1 is to read to the teacher or teaching assistant at least once a week. KS1 and KS2 will use a RAG system that will focus on the needs of the individual child.  This is to be recorded on the reading record sheets. The amount of times for each year group is as follows: 
          EYFS—each child to read Mon—Thurs to an adult.
         Year 1 and 2—each child to read 3 times a week (including Practice Reading) 
          KS2— RAG system to be used. Red - Daily. Orange - Once a week. Green - Once    a fortnight. 
· Each year group to have two reading ambassadors that are responsible for promoting the love of reading within the school. These ideas are discussed in reading ambassador meetings.


Comprehension (both listening and reading)

Comprehension skills will be developed by:

· high quality discussion with the teacher;
· reading and discussion of stories, poems and non-fiction;
· encouraging pupils to read widely both fiction and non-fiction;
· establishing an appreciation and love for reading
· high quality guided reading sessions using Vocabulary, Infer, Predict, Explain, Retrieve, Sequence or Summarise questioning for tasks set. 
· Guided reading to take place in every class in KS2. This will be part of the daily timetable and each class teacher is to have this clearly sectioned. Year 1 develop their comprehension skills through Practice Reading whilst Year 2 children use this year to transition from Practice Reading to Guided Reading lessons to develop their comprehension skills.
· Completing quizzes on accelerated reader once the pupils have read a book – this to be monitored by class teacher and English lead. 

Writing

We need to develop pupils’ competence in Transcription (spelling, punctuation, grammar and handwriting) and Composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing).

Composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing) will be developed by teaching pupils how to:

· plan, revise, and evaluate their writing;
· write down their ideas fluently by spelling quickly and accurately;
· articulate and communicate ideas;
· organise ideas coherently for a reader;
· to complete extended writing;
· use a variety of different sentence structures and types that are available to them
· use a set of basic skills that has been written for each year group
· use a working at greater depth set of basic skills for each year group for the more able children if appropriate

Transcription (spelling, punctuation, grammar and handwriting) will be developed by teaching pupils how to spell and use grammar and punctuation quickly and accurately by:

· knowing the relationship between sounds and letters (phonics)
· understanding word structure
· understanding the spelling structure of words
· complete weekly and termly spelling assessments
· sending spelling homework home each week and teaching the spelling rules on a daily basis
· providing interventions for those children who are below the required standard for spelling


Monitoring

The English lead will carry out monitoring to ensure that all areas of the English curriculum are being taught to the required standard and that all of the areas are being covered by the techniques and strategies outlined above. This monitoring will take place in a variety of ways including book scrutiny, lesson observations, staff meeting discussions and pupil voices. 

Inclusion

We believe that we are an educationally inclusive school as we are concerned about the teaching and learning, achievements, attitudes and well-being of all our pupils. 

We work hard to offer equality of opportunity and diversity to all groups of pupils within school such as children:

· from both sexes;
· who have Special Educational Needs;
· who are looked after;
· from minority faiths, ethnicities, travelers, asylum seekers, refugees;
· who are gifted and talented;
· who are at risk of disaffection;
· who are young carers;
· who are sick;
· who have behavioural, emotional and social needs;
· from families who are under stress 

We believe we have a duty to ensure that all children have equal rights to the opportunities offered by education and that all children will be encouraged to fulfil their potential in their academic, physical and creative achievements.

We want to give all children the right to access high quality educational experiences, to take part in a broad and balanced curriculum and to be part of the social life of the school.

We recognise that within the school we have more able, gifted and talented children. We believe that:

· more able children demonstrate a higher ability than average for the class and often require differentiated tasks and opportunities to learn through challenges;

· gifted children are those who have the ability to do well in more than one subject        
· talented children demonstrate an innate talent or skill in creative, cultural or sporting fields

We have an even great obligation to plan and deliver well-structured lessons with appropriate assessment plus ambitious targets for pupils who have low levels of prior attainment or come from disadvantaged backgrounds.
Also, we have a duty to cater for pupils whose first language is not English by planning teaching opportunities to help them develop their English and to gain full access to the National Curriculum.

Special Education Needs

We want pupils with identified special educational needs to have full access to all subjects of the National Curriculum with teachers planning lessons that have no barriers to pupils achieving and with appropriate targets relating to the subject.
Assessment
Class teachers will continually monitor pupil progress in comparison with the age appropriate order of teaching.
Reading age assessments will take place half termly.
Spelling assessments will take place weekly for the weekly spellings given to the children and termly to assess their knowledge of their current year groups required spelling from the national curriculum.
Writing assessments will be ongoing with teachers filling in the age expected objectives achieved for each child. This will be reported to the English lead and recorded on DCPRO at the end of each term. 
Reading assessments will be ongoing with teachers filling in the age expected objectives achieved for each child. This will be reported to the English lead and recorded on DCPRO at the end of each term. 
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