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Aims
To know the importance of delivering daily story times for children of all ages at St Luke’s CofE Primary School.
To enhance listening and comprehension skills of pupils through discussion of Story Times texts.
To enhance a love of reading for pupils of all ages.
To enhance pupil knowledge of authors which encourages pupils to choose future books based on author and/ or genre.
To give pupils exposure to various genres.
To enhance pupil understanding of the positive effect of the use of tone and expression during reading.


Teaching time
Throughout EYFS, KS1 and KS2, Story Time is scheduled daily for ten minutes. Within Story Time, there is time directed towards questioning about the text (focus on VIPERS questions in KS2) and sharing of the story with the class. Children are encouraged to share opinions about the text, predict what may happen next and explore vocabulary within the text.


National Curriculum Guidance
We aim for our Story Times at St Luke’s CofE Primary School to meet selected Speaking and Listening objectives from the National Curriculum. Pupils should be taught to:
· listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
· ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
· use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
· articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
· give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings
· maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments
· use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
· speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
· participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates
· gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
· consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others


Story Time in EYFS

For Story Times in EYFS, St Luke’s CofE Primary School have used the ‘Repetition Read’ approach. Each week, there is a focus on a selected genre. Within the genre, there is a selection of books which are to be read throughout the week. The books will be read to the class more than once as part of the repetition process. The aim of this is the enhance the pupils’ understanding of the text and/or genre and to embed the patterns of spoken story telling and rhyme when necessary. 

Story Time in KS1 KS2

The choice of text chosen by KS1 KS2 teachers will be the class text as shown in each classes’ Long-Term Planning. This will allow progression and challenge to be shown in the chosen texts. This will also allow vocabulary and questioning which is suitable and beneficial to the age group. KS1 teachers will read a variety of texts of the same genre as their class text due to the typically short nature of KS1 texts compared to KS2 texts.

The importance of authors

In EYFS, during ‘Repetition Reads’, the children will be introduced to the names of the authors of the Story Time text. Due to the nature of ‘Repetition Reads’, we aim to embed names of authors as the children will be encountering the book more than once.

In KS1 and KS2, the children will be introduced to the names of the authors of the Story Time text. This will be revisited in each Story Time. The aim of this is to increase the pupils’ familiarity of authors and encourage them to develop favourite authors when it comes to choosing books of their own.


Monitoring

The English Lead will conduct ‘drop-ins’ to make sure that Story Times are happening daily during the timetabled time. The ‘drop-ins’ will also monitor whether the book is of a suitable genre for the children and that authors are mentioned at the start of each Story Time.
The Story Time Walls will also be monitored to see if all aspects of the Working Wall are present.

The English Lead will also conduct Pupil Voices to speak with the children about their favourite texts and authors based on participation in Story Times.
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